Abstract: This article tries to portray Alexandria's profile at the time of its foundation, using literary testimonies such as those of Herodotus -principally his descriptions of the territory where the new city came to be established -and other Hellenistic biographers, historians and geographers.
To follow the trail of the Alexandria's founding by Alexander the Great in 331 B.C. is, above all, to consider what Herodotus, the greatest narrator of Egyptian wonders, can tell us about what this region was like about a hundred years before the event itself. Of all the regions of Egypt, none of them merited as much attention and interest on the part of the Greeks as did the Delta, given its accessibility and the continuing presence of colonies there . Herodotus repeat-
